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Statement of Significance: Syndale valley
Extent of area:

Landscape character
context

A distinct dry valley extending from the AONB boundary at the M2
northwards towards Oare containing the western edge of Faversham.
20: Faversham and Ospringe Fruit Belt very small area to the north of M2
(west of The Oaks, south of Coxett Wood).
36: Doddington and Newnham Dry Valleys - majority of area north of M2.

An intact and high quality rural landscape of rich and varied natural, historic and cultural interest and
displaying many of the special qualities of the AONB. The incised dry valley extends northwards from
the AONB to meet the marshes at Oare. It is a highly distinctive ‘hidden’ landscape set within the more
open arable dip slope. The peaceful, secluded valley contains a pattern of connected semi natural
woodlands and open grazed pastures on the valley slopes.

Qualities
•

Distinctive steep sided dry chalk extending northwards from the Kent Downs, with wooded and
undeveloped ridges forming the valley skyline.

•

Typical land cover pattern with sheep grazed pasture and extensive areas of semi natural ancient
woodland on the steep slopes and valley crests, plus occasional hop fields.

•

Highly tranquil, secluded and peaceful landscape within the ‘hidden’ valley. The landform creates
intimate and enclosed vistas channelled along the valley.

•

Biodiversity-rich habitats with a connected network of managed woodlands and hedges through the
valley and remnant areas of chalk grassland on steeper slopes.

•

To the north, areas of open water and channels associated with the gunpowder works and gravel
extraction sites are a feature towards Oare.

•

Historic parkland at Syndale Park where veteran trees and long views out to Faversham are valued
for their scenic qualities.

•

Important cultural associations and built heritage, including a Romano –British pre –Christian
Mausoleum, remains of a Roman fort and the former gunpowder works at Bysing Wood.

•

Absence of modern settlement/development contributes to the strong rural character (M2, A2 and
railway cut across the valley, with localised impact).

•

Recreational opportunities include Oare Gunpowder Works Country Park, and numerous public rights
of way linking Faversham to the AONB.

•

Provides a scenic rural valley landscape containing the western edge of Faversham.
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Criteria
Local distinctiveness
and sense of place

Landscape quality
(condition and
intactness)

Scenic qualities

Landscape values

Summary
The area has the typical characteristics of a steep sided dry valley extending
out from the AONB, with extensive woodlands and areas of sheep grazed
pasture including steep chalk grassland bound by hanging woodland shaws.
It is highly distinctive in terms of both landform and land cover with a strong
sense of place and closely related to the dry valleys of the AONB. The local
designation extends northwards across the A2 to encompass important
landscape assets including Bysing Wood to meet the marshes at Oare and
includes the Gunpowder Works, now a country park.
A high quality, intact landscape in good condition. Much of the woodland
appears to be managed by traditional methods and the extensive blocks of
woodland along the valley form a strong connected ecological network, with
important orchid sites present plus remnant areas of chalk grassland. Areas
of steep pasture on the valley sides are grazed or under arable land uses
with a few local areas of hop production. Detracting features include the
M2, A2 and rail line which cut across the valley but have localised influence.
This is a highly tranquil landscape typical of the AONB and deeply rural in
character in close proximity to the edge of Faversham. The valley landform
creates a distinctive enclosed character and links the town into the AONB.
The mature parkland at Syndale is of high scenic quality. The strong rural
character is emphasised by the absence of built features apart from
occasional isolated rural dwelling and farms, many of which are
historic/listed.
The area has considerable local value as recognised by the local designations
and popular sites at Bysing Wood and Oare Gunpowder Works Country Park
which are a recreational resource for Faversham and beyond.
Syndale Park and Bysing Woods are valued for wildlife habitats (Bysing
Wood, Syndale Park and Coxett Wood), built heritage (Gunpowder Works)
and outdoor recreation (country park, public rights of way) scenic qualities
(views from Syndale Park).
The area is contiguous with the AONB and represents many special qualities
associated with the AONB including the hidden dry valley landform, intimate
and enclosed vistas, biodiversity rich habitats including ribbons of chalk
grassland on valley sides, and ancient semi-natural woodland, plus a rich
legacy of historic and cultural heritage.

Natural and cultural
attributes &
associations

An area with important natural and cultural associations. The valley includes
many important historic features. The Stone Church north of the A2 is a
Scheduled Monument and includes a Romano–British pre–Christian
Mausoleum. Syndale Park contains mature parkland (non- registered) and is
of considerable archaeological interest including the location of a Roman
Fort, and to the north the former gunpowder works at Bysing Wood is a
Scheduled Monument. Syndale itself is a Conservation Area.
Much of the woodland is locally designated for wildlife including the Ospringe
Valley Local Wildlife Site, Bysing Wood and Oare Gravel Pits Local Wildlife
Site. There is a Roadside Nature Reserve along the B2045.
Grade II listed buildings include The Oaks house, Water Softening Plant, Putt
Cottage, Lime Kiln, Syndale Cottages and Farmhouse.

Requirements

The key requirement is to conserve and enhance the deeply rural character
and special qualities associated with the AONB that extend to the edge of
Faversham.
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