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Statement of Significance: North Kent Marshes: South Swale Marshes
Extent of area:

Landscape character
context

Part of the wider North Kent Mashes south of the Swale, covering an
extensive area from Milton Creek in the west as far as the borough boundary
at Graveney Marshes in the east where it joins Seasalter Marshes (AHLV) in
Canterbury District. It includes the Swale channel, areas of intertidal land,
the flat coastal marshes to the point where the topography rises, marking
the transition to the adjacent enclosed farmland and including some of the
marshes and channels that extend inland for example around Teynham and
Graveney.
4: Graveney Grazing Lands (area north of Monkshill Road)
5: Graveney Marshes (all)
6: Ham Marshes (all)
8: Luddenham and Conyer Marshes (all)
17: Stone Arable Farmlands (small section at Little Uplees, including gravel
pits)
31: Teynham Fruit Belt (small sections on edge of the marsh landscape)

A highly distinctive landscape forming part of the wider North Kent Marshes - a vast and complex area
of saltmarsh and mud flats isolated by the sea wall, coastal grazing marsh drained by a network of
dykes and ditches, as well as small areas of improved farmed marsh dissected by drainage channels.
The tidal creeks at Milton, Conyer and Oare and notable features. The whole area has a strong sense of
place, with high levels of remoteness, wildness and isolation, much only accessible on foot; these are all
rare qualities in SE England.

Qualities
•

A vast, expansive coastal landscape with large empty skies. Panoramic views, backed by the
rising slopes of the Blean and the downs to the south.

•

Saltmarsh and mud flats are isolated by the sea wall, with coastal grazing marsh drained by a
network of dykes and ditches, as well as small areas of improved farmed marsh dissected by
drainage channels.

•

Ecologically rich with extensive designations including Ramsar, SPA and SSSI. International
importance for migratory, overwintering and breeding wetland birds. Often dominated by the
sights and sounds of waders and wildfowl.

•

Little Murston, Oare Marshes and South Swale are nature reserves and provide opportunities for
recreation and birdwatching.

•

Tidal creeks at Milton, Conyer, Oare and Faversham are unique to this part of the Swale coast
and the presence of boats and boatyards including traditional Thames barges further reinforces
local distinctiveness.

•

Includes the tidal channel of the Swale with shifting mudflats and sandbanks exposed at low tide
and link to adjacent North Swale Marshes on Sheppey.

•

The continuous recreational access of the Saxon Shoreway along the sea wall is particularly
highly valued by stakeholders.

•

South of Conyer, the designation is extended to include the historic orchard landscape and minor
springs and creeks which drain to the marshes towards Teynham.

•

Historic interest including WWII military defences. Gunpowder was manufactured from 1787 at
Oare Marsh, where the remains of the jetty can still be detected.

•

The towers of historic churches at Luddenham, Teynham and Tonge are landmarks on the edge
of the marsh.

•

Highly remote and undeveloped marsh landscape, with most only accessible by foot. Very
tranquil and providing dark night skies and in places a sense of isolation and wildness.
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Criteria
Local distinctiveness
and sense of place

Summary
A highly distinctive landscape forming part of the wider North Kent Marshes
- a vast and complex area of saltmarsh and mud flats isolated by the sea
wall, coastal grazing marsh drained by a network of dykes and ditches as
well as small areas of improved farmed marsh dissected by drainage
channels. It incorporates the channel of the Swale, including the shifting
sand banks and mudflats of Fowley Island joining the marshes on Sheppey.
Tidal creeks at Milton, Conyer, Oare and Faversham are unique to this part
of the Swale coast and the presence of boats and boatyards along the
creeks, including traditional craft and Thames barges, further enhances local
distinctiveness. Faversham is a historic centre for boat building and repair.
South of Luddenham and Conyer Marshes is an area distinctive for its
unusual topography of minor hills cut by springs and valleys draining to the
marshes. Here, roads and tracks are raised above the surrounding landform
due to local areas of brick earth extraction, resulting in sunken arable fields
and orchards. Throughout the area important buildings including historic
Manor houses are built on mounds to avoid inundation in times of flooding.
The area is distinctive for its isolated ‘hidden’ character accessed by twisting
narrow lanes.
The whole area has a strong sense of place, with high levels of remoteness,
wildness and isolation, much only accessible on foot; these are all rare
qualities in SE England.

Landscape quality
(condition and
intactness)

On the whole this is a landscape in good condition, has strong ecological
integrity, and is largely intact with few detracting features. It has an open
coherent visual character.
Some areas have been reclaimed and converted to intensive arable farmland
with a more uniform character lacking the diversity of the marshes although
maintaining visual and functional integrity as part of a flat empty, low lying
landscape. Other detractors include the overhead power lines which are
prominent in the landscape, and to the west industry on the edge of
Sittingbourne. Small areas of gravel working have been reclaimed and the
open water at Little Murston and Uplees is now a positive feature within the
marshes, while at Conyer a former brickworks site is similarly reclaimed and
used for recreation. The size and scale of the marshes as a whole means
that the influence of detracting features is reduced.

Scenic qualities

The area has strong scenic qualities: high levels of tranquillity, remoteness
and relative darkness persist over the marshes in combination with the
marshes on Sheppey. A flat landscape with dramatic skies which reflect
changes in climate and light provide reservoirs of darkness at night and vast
panoramic views, backed by the rising slopes of The Blean and the Downs to
the south.
The strong sense of wildness and remoteness is enhanced by the rich
wildlife, sight and sounds of waders and wildfowl often in great numbers,
relative absence of building and roads and limited access via rights or way
and along the sea walls. Traditional boats add to the scenic quality along
the tidal creeks, as do colourful displays of saltmarsh plants - golden
samphire, sea-lavender and sea-purslane.

Landscape values

The North Swale marshes area is highly valued. Graveney Marshes are
valued for its wildlife habitats, built heritage, panoramic views across land
and water to surrounding backdrop of the Blean, Downs and Sheppey,
wildness and tranquillity. Luddenham and Conyer Marshes are similarly
valued for their farming and biodiversity. The EA notes the importance of this
area of implementation of the Medway Estuary and Swale Shoreline
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Management Plan and its future role in managed realignment.
These marshes are important for recreation and are accessible via the Swale
Heritage Trail and Saxon Shore Way promoted routes, the latter providing a
continuous route along the sea wall. The nature reserves at Little Murston,
Oare Marshes and South Swale are valued for informal recreation
opportunities and notably birdwatching. The tidal creeks include numerous
moorings, marinas and boatyards and the waterways and adjacent coast are
well used for sailing including traditional Thames barges based at
Faversham.
Natural and cultural
attributes &
associations

The area is extensively designated as SSSI, Ramsar and SPA, with National
Nature Reserves as well as a number of Local Wildlife Sites. These include
areas of saltmarsh, mudflats, coastal grazing marsh, freshwater dykes and
reedbeds. It is of international importance for migratory, overwintering and
breeding wetland birds. At low tide the seals hauled out on Fowley Island
are a further distinctive feature.
The marshes have many cultural associations including a defensive role in
WWII and associations with smuggling. Oare Marsh was the site for the
manufacture of gunpowder from 1787 until 1916. The remains of the jetty
linking Oare to Harty on the Isle of Sheppey, are still visible. Historic
buildings located at the edge of the Marsh are features including the Grade I
listed church at Luddenham.
On the edge of the marshes a number of listed farmhouses dating back to the
15th century and are often highly visible in the landscape raised above the
landform on banks. Teynham Church is a prominent landmark overlooking a
minor stream valley with the backdrop of the marshes to the north.
The area south of Conyer is known as the birthplace of commercial fruit growing
from 16th century when Henry VIII’s fruiterer planted “the sweet cherry, the
temperate pippyn and the golden reinette” at Oziers farm;

Requirements

The key requirement for this area is to conserve and enhance identified
qualities, notably the rich biodiversity, sense of remoteness and wildness
avoiding further development/deterioration necessitating future deletions and
boundary adjustments.
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