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Statement of Significance: Sheppey Court, Diggs Marshes and
Barton’s Point
Extent of area:

Landscape character
context

The LLD comprises a small area of grazing marsh south of Sheerness, and
north of Halfway Houses. The western boundary is formed by the A249
which separates this area from an area of lower quality marsh to the west.
To the east the boundary is extended to incorporate the Queenborough Lines
Scheduled Monument and the scenic area of grazing marsh and open water
around Barton’s Point.
9: Minster Marshes – northern part
10: Sheppey Court and Diggs Marshes (majority)

A small area of traditional grazing marsh now encapsulated by development and separate from the more
extensive areas of the North Kent Marshes on the south part of Sheppey. Here, the marshes provide a
rural backdrop and separation to the settlements between Sheerness, Queenborough and Halfway
Houses and at Barton’s Point a valuable recreational resource within a high quality and distinctive marsh
landscape.

Qualities


A distinctive flat area of marsh, largely encapsulated by development with retention of traditional
features including meandering creeks, drainage ditches and counterwalls.



Open and exposed character with expansive views and sense of space with horizons contained by
urban edges and transport corridors.



Historic interest including the Queenborough Lines, fortifications built 1863-1868 protecting
Sheerness dockyard from land attack, which is a Scheduled Monument.



Local wildlife interest associated with marshes, protected as a Local Wildlife Site.



Some localised areas of relative isolation and tranquillity, despite the adjacent urban development.



Barton’s Point Coastal Park highly valued locally and providing important recreational access to the
marshes for the populations of nearby urban areas.
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Criteria
Local distinctiveness
and sense of place

Landscape quality
(condition and
intactness)

Scenic qualities

Summary
The flat landform with traditional grazing marsh landscape including
presence of meandering creeks plus areas of open standing water is
distinctive. The distinctive marshland character and sense of place contrasts
with the adjacent urban landscape.
The marshes retain remnants of former character, including creeks, drainage
ditches and counterwalls. The area supports grazing animals and some
typical marshland, flora and fauna with elements of ecological integrity
(LWS). It provides an important rural gap around the towns of Sheerness,
Minster and Halfway Houses
The area has an open and exposed character with some extensive views.
While these marshes lack the scale, remoteness and tranquillity associated
with the greater area of the North Kent Marshes, there are localised areas of
higher tranquillity.

Landscape values

Natural and cultural
attributes/
associations

Barton’s Point Coastal Park on Minster Marshes is especially valued for its
local distinctiveness, landscape quality, scenic quality, heritage and
recreational value.
The area has considerable historic interest: Queenborough Lines,
fortifications protecting Sheerness dockyard from land attack, built 1863 1868 is a Scheduled Monument.
Diggs and Sheppey Court Marshes are a Local Wildlife Site.

Requirements

As a whole the area performs an important function as an open gap creating
visual and physical separation between Sheerness, Minster, Queenborough
and Halfway Houses. The key requirement is to conserve and enhance
identified qualities and protected the marsh from further
development/degradation. There are opportunities to enhance the quality
and setting of the urban areas particularly those parts of the marsh
landscape that have deteriorated in quality and condition.
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