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Statement of Significance: Rodmersham, Milstead and Highsted
Dry Valley
Extent of area:

Landscape character
context

A distinct dry valley extending from the AONB boundary along the M2 at
Milstead and continuing north to the urban edge at Sittingbourne.
Boundaries are formed by the topography along the enclosing ridge on the
skyline and encompassing the adjacent connecting minor valley containing
woodland/parkland running to the west of the Kent Science Park.
38: Milstead and Kingsdown Mixed Farmlands - includes a small area of
Mintching Wood and Kingsdown Wood providing continuity with woodland
south of the M2.
40: Rodmersham and Milstead Dry Valley- largely formed by this character
area but excluding the more settled landscape and open arable valley tops
east of Highsted and Rodmersham
42: Tunstall Farmlands - small areas either side of Kent Science Park
including the full extent of Cromer’s Wood, Highsted quarries and land on
the south east of edge of Sittingbourne.

A dry valley system contiguous with the AONB enclosed by steep slopes rising to open arable ridges. It
is a topographically distinct landscape with a strong sense of place and rural character in close proximity
to the urban edge of Sittingbourne. Features of interest include the ancient and semi-natural woodlands
which occur across the valley, narrow sunken rural lanes, intact hedgerows, orchards and areas of
remnant parkland, plus the extensive network of public rights of way. Views range from panoramas on
higher land encompassing the Swale and Thames Estuary to contained linear views within the valley.

Qualities


A dry valley system contiguous with the AONB and forming a distinct geographical entity with
boundaries formed by enclosing ridges creating undeveloped skylines.



The subsidiary valley which runs to the west of Highsted has a strong rural character with areas of
grazed parkland and pasture with a high scenic quality.



A distinctive land cover pattern of pasture, woodland and orchards.



Ancient semi-natural woodlands including Cromer’s Wood, sweet chestnut coppice woodlands at
Mintching and Kingsdown Wood plus regenerated secondary woodland at Highsted Quarries.



Served by a network of sunken rural lanes which cross under M2 and link to the AONB.



Visually coherent landscape - views are channelled by the landform along the valley floor to the
open ridges. On higher areas on the valley crests there are views to Medway, coast and beyond.



Relatively tranquil rural valley despite its close proximity to more developed areas and the urban
edge of Sittingbourne as well as the small scale Science Park in the south of the area near the
M2/AONB.



The rights of way and rural lanes attract walkers and cyclists and provide recreational access highly
valued by stakeholders.
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Criteria
Local distinctiveness
and sense of place

Landscape quality
(condition and
intactness)

Scenic qualities

Landscape values

Summary
A dry valley system contiguous with the AONB enclosed by steep slopes
rising to open arable ridges. It is a topographically distinct landscape with a
strong sense of place and rural character in close proximity to the urban
edge of Sittingbourne. Features of interest include the ancient and seminatural woodlands which occur across the valley, narrow sunken rural lanes,
orchards and areas of remnant parkland.
The landscape condition is considered to be moderate. There is a good
ecological network with areas of woodland linked by hedgerows and the
valley is visually coherent as an entity with strong enclosing undeveloped
skylines. Other parts are more degraded with fragmented field boundaries
and vast arable fields. Development includes the linear settlement of
Highsted along the lower valley road and more extensive development
adjoining the area along Broadoak Road at Kent Science Park. The area on
the immediate edge of Sittingbourne also has a more urban fringe character.
Some areas are also managed as paddocks with an impact on the
appearance of the rural landscape and there are locations where
commercial/agricultural buildings are particularly prominent on the valley
side. The M2 crosses the valley on a bridge and is a dominant feature to the
south marking the boundary with the AONB.
The area retains a comparatively strong sense of tranquillity, despite
proximity to the urban area. It is a visually coherent landscape enclosed by
the valley landform with views channelled along the valley floor or to the
open ridges which form the skyline. The subsidiary valley which runs to the
west of Highsted has a strong rural character with areas of grazed parkland
and pasture with a high scenic quality. These qualities are diluted in parts
by presence of development including the linear settlement along the valley
floor and Science Park and the ‘fringe’ character immediately adjoining the
urban area.
The valley landscape is valued for its scenic qualities, sense of tranquillity,
wildlife habitats and recreational use of the rights of ways and lanes by
walkers and cyclists. The area is particularly valued for its accessibility via.
rights of way in close proximity to Sittingbourne. Other valued features are
Cromer’s Wood, Highsted Wood, and the quarries which are described as
havens for wildlife, wildness and tranquillity with potential for recreational
use.
The dry valleys are identified as one of the special characteristics and
qualities of the Kent Downs AONB (dramatic landform and views) with their
ribbons of permanent grassland shaves along the valley sides (Farmed
Landscape) as well as the broadleaf and mixed woodland cover (Woodland
and trees) and chalk landform (geology and natural resources). These are
all present within the area and the boundary of the LLD has been drawn to
encompass these qualities.

Natural and cultural
attributes and
associations

Cromer’s Wood is an extensive area of ancient semi natural woodland,
designated as a Local Wildlife Site and managed by Kent Wildlife Trust. It is
one of several small-medium scale woodlands scattered across the slopes and
valley floor. The boundary is justifiably drawn out to the east to include the
extensive tracts of coppice woodland at Mintching and Kingsdown Wood
which have continuity with the AONB landscape.
Highsted Quarries is a further Local Wildlife Site which provides a link to the
chalk geology of the AONB and a buffer with the residential development along
the edge of Sittingbourne, forming a wooded backdrop and setting to the valley
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in some views.
Requirements

The key requirement is to conserve the qualities including the distinctive
landscape character of valleys together with the landscape structure of
hedgerows, shelterbelts, woodland and mature and remnant orchards. There
are opportunities to restore this structure and to link features, especially within
areas where the quality has deteriorated notably on the edge of Sittingbourne
and along the roads and lanes.
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