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Statement of Significance: Medway Marshes
Extent of area:

Landscape character
context

The LLD covers the entire area of coastal marsh extending from the Borough
boundary in the west to Milton Creek in the east. It excludes the more
urban, developed parts of the character area of Ridham Dock, Kemsley
Marshes on the edge of Sittingbourne. It is distinctive as an area of marsh
adjacent to the River Medway.
1: Chetney and Greenborough Marshes (all apart from the more developed
areas adjacent to Milton Creek)
32: Upchurch and Lower Halstow Fruit Belt – small part of the LCA at
Horsham Marsh adjacent to Bartlett Creek on the Medway

The Medway Marshes have a strong and recognisable sense of place forming an extensive area of
estuarine grazing marsh, saltmarsh and mudflats, crossed by tidal creeks and channels, part of the
wider North Kent Marshes. It is an isolated, remote and largely inaccessible area – a rare and
distinctive landscape in south east England.

Qualities


An extensive area of estuarine grazing marsh, saltmarsh and mudflats separated into small
islands by tidal creeks and channels at high tide.



An isolated, remote area, almost wholly undeveloped and largely inaccessible by land contrasting
with heavy industry on Isle of Grain.



Stangate Creek and Sharfleet Creek provide a haven away from the busy navigation channels of
the Medway and Thames Estuaries, frequently used by boats including traditional Thames
barges, with the Edith May berthed at Lower Halstow.



Scenic quality is provided by large, often dramatic skies, effects of weather, light and tides and
sense of remoteness and solitude. Tidal contrasts of water channels and expansive mud flats at
Bedlams Bottom and Medway Saltings.



The A249, railway, Kingsferry Bridge and Sheppey Crossing are prominent in the context of the
flat landscape including overhead transmission lines at Chetney Marshes and views to industry
and development at Sittingbourne. These are locally intrusive features in the otherwise high
quality landscape.



Ecologically rich in terms of bird, plant and invertebrate life with much of the area being of
international importance as a Ramsar site as well as holding SPA and SSSI designations.



Strong historical and cultural associations with the channels and islands used by naval ships
leaving and returning to the ports of London and the Medway, including burial of dead at
Deadman’s Island.



Associated with smuggling and the notorious North Kent Gang. Historic use of the area has been
translated into local myth and legends still resonant today. Decaying hulks of boats in the mud
reinforce these qualities.



Some limited access along counter walls including part of the Saxon Shore Way. The area is enjoyed
from the higher ridge of land between Lower Halstow and Iwade which provides spectacular views
over the marshes and the Medway.
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Criteria
Local distinctiveness
and sense of place

Summary
The area has a strong and recognisable sense of place as part of the North Kent
Marshes forming an extensive area of estuarine grazing marsh, saltmarsh and
mudflats, tidal creeks and channels. It is an isolated, remote and largely
inaccessible area, almost wholly undeveloped – a rare and distinctive landscape
in south east England.
Barksore Marshes are distinctive for the presence of large areas of open water.
Large areas of saltmarsh occupy the areas west of Stangate Creek at
Greenborough, Burntwick Island, Millfordhope and Slayhills Marshes which are
separated from the mainland. At high tide, the tidal creeks separate the area
into numerous small islands. Chetney Marshes forms an extensive grazing
marsh connected to the mainland at Raspberry Hill Lane/Old Ferry Road.
Stangate Creek provides a sheltered haven for visiting yachts away from the
busier Medway and Thames estuaries, with presence of boats, including
traditional Thames barges a distinctive feature.

Landscape quality
(condition and
intactness)

The condition of the marshes is considered to be good. It has strong ecological
integrity (largely designated) and visual coherence as a unique landscape.
The A249, railway, Kingsferry Bridge and Sheppey Crossing are prominent in
the context of the flat landscape, as are the overhead transmission lines on
Chetney Marsh and east of the A249 at Ridham Marshes and Coldharbour
Marshes, where industrial elements at Kemsley and Ridham Dock are visible
intrusions. While these elements are locally intrusive, overall this is considered
to be a high quality and intact landscape.

Scenic qualities

Landscape values

The remoteness and inaccessibility of the marshes, along with the effects of the
weather, light and tides create a unique and distinctive scenic quality. There
are large, open and often dramatic skies and an overriding sense of remoteness
and solitude, plus dark skies. The contrast at low and high tide between
extensive mud flats and channels with open expanses of water creates a
dynamic scenic quality, as experienced at Bedlams Bottom and Medway
Saltings. This remote natural landscape is also juxtaposed with the ports and
heavy industry on the Isle of Grain to the north and with industrial development
at Sittingbourne. The area has a distinct isolated quality reinforced by presence
of decaying hulks of boat in the mud and local history, myth and legends
associated with this area.
The Saxon Shoreway promoted route allows through part of the marshes an
access along Milton Creek to the urban area at Sittingbourne. Stangate Creek
and Sharfleet Creek have long provided a haven for boats away from the
estuaries of the Medway and Thames and are still busy with yachts.
The area is highly valued for its wildlife habitats, sense of wildness/remoteness
and tranquillity. It is also important for the implementation of the Medway
Estuary and Swale Shoreline Management Plan allowing for managed
realignment and enabling inter tidal habitats to migrate inland.

Natural and cultural
attributes &
associations

Almost the entire area is designated as SSSI, Ramsar and SPA due to the richness
of its bird, plant and invertebrate life. It is dominated by an extensive grazing
marshes, mudflats and network of open water channels, with patches of reed and
fen swamp.
Historic buildings include the marsh edge Grade II listed: Church of St Mary of
Antioch, Lower Halstow. There is evidence of extensive Roman salt workings and
pottery industry in the area. Other features include counterwalls and medieval salt
mounds.
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The area has a range of cultural associations and is rich in myth and legend. In
the 18th and early 19th centuries the creeks and Burntwick Island were thought to
have been used to quarantine ships returning to London. The bodies of those who
died were reputedly buried on nearby Deadman's Island, where remains have
subsequently been exposed by coastal erosion. The marshes are also associated
with smuggling and the North Kent Gang, three of whom were hung for smuggling
offences at Maidstone in the early 19th century. Views of isolated derelict buildings
on the marshes further reinforce the unique atmosphere associated with this area.
Requirements

The key requirement for this area is to retain and enhance the special qualities and
particularly the rich biodiversity, sense of remoteness and isolation.
Some detracting elements are present, particularly in the marshes east of the
A249 corridor and in relation to development on the edge of Sittingbourne. Here,
the aim should be to avoid any deterioration/development that would lead to
future boundary deletions in this area.
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