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Statement of Significance: Lower Halstow – Iwade Ridge
Extent of area:

Landscape character
context

A distinct ridge extending east from Newington and Lower Halstow to Iwade
providing a rural backdrop to the Barksore, Greenborough and Chetney
Marshes and separation from Sittingbourne. Boundaries are formed by
minor rural roads making the base of the ridge.
The LLD contains part of three character areas:
24: Iwade Arable Farmlands (area north of Newington, west of High Oak
Hill)
25: Lower Halstow Clay Farmlands (area west of Lower Saxon Shore Way, to
Willow Cottages in the north)
32: Upchurch and Lower Halstow Fruit Belt (area east of Lower Halstow to
border with LCA 24)
It has a diverse character partially unified by the ridge landform.

A prominent ridge, notably at the western extent where the landform is accentuated by the flanking
woodland. The slope drops away from the ridge at Callum Hill/Tiptree Hill towards the marshes at
Bedlams Bottom along Raspberry Hill Lane. Here, a small area of orchards and associated windbreaks
create a distinctive landscape feature set against the marshland. The views north over the marshes
from higher ground and the rural/agricultural interface with the marshes along Raspberry Hill Lane
contribute to the local sense of place. Views and openness are accentuated by the large fields and
absence of tree cover on the upper slopes.

Qualities


A prominent ridge landform in the context of Swale Borough. The ridge drops away to the marshes
at Bedlams Bottom forming a strong topographic feature.



Ancient woodland (a rare feature in this part of the borough) flanks and accentuates the lower
slopes to the west and provides a wooded backdrop to Newington and its church.



The ridge slopes provide a sense of elevation and openness with valued and surprising long distance
views over the marshes and the Medway to the Isle of Grain. Views across the water filled bay at
high tide contrast with the expanses of mudflats and channels exposed at low tide.



The distinct landform provides a backdrop to the marshes in views from the creeks and estuary –
the only place in Swale where the coastal marshes are linked to a rising inland landform.



Distinctive orchard landscape now largely replaced by large scale arable and equine paddocks with
remnant shelterbelts indicative of presence of former orchards. Occasional orchards persist and
provide variety and pattern in the landscape.



Relative dark skies and tranquillity combined with the landform reinforce the perception of this area
as providing a rural separation and scenic break between Iwade, Bobbing and Sittingbourne and the
wider rural area/marshes.



Scenic sunken and rural lanes including the wooded Wardwell Lane and Raspberry Hill Lane.



Historic interest lies in the Grade I listed Church of St Mary’s Newington and Grade II listed
farmhouses as at Little Barksore and Stray Farm.



The Saxon Shore Way, a regionally promoted route, plus a number of rights of way allow access to
the ridge and enjoyment of its qualities.
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Criteria
Local distinctiveness
and sense of place

Landscape quality
(condition and
intactness)

Scenic qualities

Summary
A prominent ridge, notably at the western extent where the landform is
accentuated by woodland (Wardwell Wood and Hawes Wood) flanking the
slopes. The slope drops away from the ridge at Callum Hill/Tiptree Hill
towards the marshes at Bedlams Bottom/Raspberry Hill Lane, and also
includes the relatively low lying agricultural landscape east of Lower
Halstow. Adjacent to Bedlams Bottom, where there are more fertile soils, a
small area of orchards and associated windbreaks create a distinctive
landscape feature set against the marshland. The views north over the
marshes from higher ground and the rural/agricultural interface with the
marshes along Raspberry Hill Lane contributes to the local sense of place.
Views and openness are accentuated by the large fields and absence of tree
cover on the upper slopes. Wardwell Wood provides a setting to Newington
and the church.
Overall, this is a landscape in which has declined in condition in recent years
with the loss of orchards. The area is primarily large fields given over to
arable cultivation or horse/equine activities. An area of notable change is
the slopes rising up to the ridge east of Lower Halstow which are now almost
exclusively paddocks. Relatively few areas of orchards remain apart from
one small area of dwarf fruit along Raspberry Hill Lane. A traditional grazed
orchard at Newington creates a rural setting to the church. Some intrusive
features include disused brick earth pits, on farm reservoirs and some
residential development.
The ridge provides a sense of elevation and openness with long views out
over the marshes and the Medway. It is a rural area with relatively limited
development within and as such offers some degree of tranquillity and is
perceived as an undeveloped rural backdrop to the marshes with relatively
dark skies at night.
The sunken wooded Wardwell Lane along part of the western boundary is a
notably attractive feature, as is Raspberry Hill Lane at the marshland
interface. Elsewhere the busy rural lanes are bounded by hedgerows and
occasional mature oaks.

Landscape values
(stakeholder)

Natural and cultural
attributes and
associations

Requirements

The ridge of higher land is particularly valued for its scenic qualities and
views out over the estuary and the Isle of Grain. It is considered to provide
an undeveloped backdrop and scenic break to Iwade, Bobbing and
Sittingbourne and conversely as a buffer between the rural villages of Lower
Halstow and Upchurch from development extending from Sittingbourne and
at Iwade. The shoreline and lower slopes are crossed by The Saxon Shore
Way a regionally promoted route as well as a number of rights of way.
Hawes Wood and Wardwell Wood form one of the few wooded areas in this
part of Swale. It is ancient woodland designated as a Local Wildlife Site.
However, there is no public access to the woodlands. Buildings of interest
include the Grade I listed: Church of St Mary, Newington, for which this area
provides a wooded backdrop. Grade II listed: Farmhouses at Little Barksore
and Stray Farm.
A key requirement for the future is to conserve and enhance landscape
character and quality conserving its role as a rural backdrop providing a
sense of space and separation. There are particular opportunities to
enhance condition and landscape structure of former orchard landscape and
areas now under equine management through restoration and management
of hedgerow boundaries and hedgerow trees.
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